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The Website

Platform for sharing your 
message with the world.

Reference point for any 
business, organization, or 
individual.

Creates a sense of brand.

Independent of “brick and 
mortar” and for a universal 
audience.



Source: https://landing.adobe.com/en/na/products/creative-cloud/264699-state-of-content/index.html#Experience-by-Design



Source: https://landing.adobe.com/en/na/products/creative-cloud/264699-state-of-content/index.html#Experience-by-Design





Inspiration



Web Projects
Determine client/user needs.

Design creative concepts.

Develop and maintain client websites.

Manages a project from beginning 
through maintenance.

Needs understanding of current web 
technologies. 

TO DESIGN WEBSITES



FRONT-END DESIGN

The part that appears to the user.

Graphic design

Interface design – how the page works

Information design – the user’s 
experience

Site production including  
HTML/CSS markup

/* This course will primarily focus 
on front-end design.*/

BACK-END DESIGN

The programs and scripts that work 

the server “behind the scenes.” 

(mostly experienced programmers)

Information design regarding how data 
is organized on server.

Forms processing

Database programming

Content Management Systems

Server-side web apps. Using Perl/CGI, 
PHP, ASP, JSP, Ruby on Rails, Java, etc.

Front-end vs. Back-end



geeksforgeeks.com



USER EXPERIENCE (UX):	� The emotions and attitudes about using a 
particular product, system, or service.  
(how the product feels) 

USER INTERFACE DESIGN (UI):	 �The visual layer of the UX design.  
(the design layout)

INTERACTION DESIGN (IXD):	 �The process of designing interactive digital 
products from websites to video games. 

USER-CENTERED DESIGN (UCD):	 �Philosophy that puts the user at the center 
of the design process. 

RESPONSIVE WEB DESIGN (RWD):	� Design that ensures a website operates 
efficiently across different devices.

INFORMATION ARCHITECTURE (IA):	 �Focuses on creating an organizing 
structure for navigational purposes.

The Jargon 

Sources: International Organization for Standardization,Interactive Design by Pratt & Nunes 



https://blog.prototypr.io/ux-vs-ui-similarity-differences-837775584cd8



https://www.uxdesigninstitute.com/blog/good-ux-vs-bad-ux/



GRAPHICS

Adobe Photoshop. The industry standard for 
image creation in both print and web. 

Adobe Illustrator. For vector illustrations. 
You can output web graphics directly from 
Illustrator.

AUTHORING SOFTWARE

Dreamweaver. Industry-leading web design 
and HTML editor software.

WYSIWYG – “What you see is what you get.”

Webflow. Web application for designing, 
building, and launching websites.

Course Software



How the Web Works



THE INTERNET

A network of connected computers.

No one company owns the Internet. 

Governed by a system of standards 

and rules.

Info is passed between computers by 

methods known as protocols  

(email, file transfer (FTP, etc.)

THE WORLD WIDE WEB

One of the ways that information can 

be shared over the internet.

Links documents to one another using 

hypertext links, thus forming the 

“web”.

The protocol the web uses is called 

HTTP (HyperText Transfer Protocol).

The Internet vs. The Web





Oversees development of web standards 
to ensure long-term growth of the Web.

Founded in 1994, by Tim Berners-Lee,  
inventor of the Web, at MIT

Develops critical web standards (HTML, 
CSS). Impact: Collaborates globally to 
maintain the Web open, accessible, and 
interoperable.

Learn more: www.w3.org

The World Wide Web Consortium (W3C)



The software on computers that 
“serves up” documents upon request. 

Requests for info are made to other 
computers that host the website 
pages. 

Makes communication between 
computers possible.

MOST POPUL AR WEB SERVERS: 
Apache, Microsoft, Lightspeed, 
Cloudfare Server + Nginx

Servers

Image Source: oactechnology.com

Sources: https://w3techs.com/



Every computer on the Internet is 

assigned a unique numeric  

IP (Internet Protocol) Address  

(can be thought of like a phone  

number for that computer)

oreilly.com is 208.201.239.37

The Domain Name System (DNS),  

the “phone book,” was developed  

to allow us to refer to that server by  

its domain name. 

The Server does the Servin’...

DNS



The software that does the requesting is called the client. 

On the web, the browser is the client software that makes  
requests for documents.

The requests and responses are handled via the HTTP 
protocol. (Other browsing devices include screen readers,                                                  
mobile devices, iPads, tvs, etc.)

...Who Does the Requesting?



With so many web pages, on so many servers, URLs are used to 
find the specific address of the document you are looking for. 

QUESTIONS:
Which part would be the Domain name?

Which part would be the Document name?

What would happen if the page cannot be found?

Web Page Addresses (URLs)



Sources: Above the Fold, Brian D. Miller 



The beautiful pages we see on the web are generated by text-only 
documents, called the source. 

01.	 Go to: https://learningwebdesign.com/5e/kitchen.html

02.	 Go to: http://www.w3schools.com/htmL/tryit.asp?filename=tryhtml_basic_document 

Notice the tags (indicated with angle brackets < and >).

Writing tags in a document is known as “marking up” the document. 
This markup language is called the HyperText Markup Language, or 
HTML for short. 

VIEW SOURCE SHORTCUT

Safari: cmd + opt + u 
Chrome: cmd+ u

What is HTML?



HTML defines dozens of elements that add headings, paragraphs, 
emphasized text, links, page titles, images, videos, Flash movies, etc.  
to the page.

Notice the text within the brackets does not appear on the final page. 

Think of tags and text as “beads on a string.”

<h2>Heading 1</h2>

Tag Elements



Each image is a separate graphic file.

The graphics are placed in the flow of 
text by an HTML image tag element 
<img />.

When the browser sees the tag, it 
makes another request to the browser 
for the image file.

The browser software brings the pieces 
together to create the final image.

Go to: http://www.w3schools.com/htmL/tryit.

asp?filename=tryhtml_images_mountain

Images



01.	 Web page is requested by typing a URL or clicking a link on a page. 

02.	 Browser send an HTTP Request to server names in the URL, and asks 

for the specific file.

03.	 Server looks for file and issues an HTTP response. 

04.	 The browser parses the HTML document. If the page contains images, 

it must contact the server again to request each image file.

05.	 The browser inserts each image in the document flow where 

indicated by the img element. Voila!

Quick Recap



“The nature of web design is that there is no guarantee that everyone 
will see your page the way you do.”

VARIABLES THAT AFFECT THE WAY YOUR SITE LOOKS:
Browser versions

Monitor sizes 

Preferences of the users (text size)

Different browsing devices

Operating Systems (fonts, forms)

Monitor Color

Connection speeds

From Print to Web...

Image Source: iqmarketingsolutions.com



There are hundreds of browser clients out there, with only five 
comprising 99% of usage.	 

Browsers

	  Dec 2024

Edge/IE 10.5%

Firefox 3.9%

Chrome 79.6%

Safari 3.9%

Opera 1.4%

 	  July 2012

IE 16.3%

Firefox 33.7%

Chrome 42.9%

Safari 3.9%

Opera 2.1% 

Source: w3schools.com/browsers



Source: https://landing.adobe.com/en/na/products/creative-cloud/264699-state-of-content/index.html#Experience-by-Design



Source: popularmechanics.com



01.	 E-commerce | amazon.com, etsy.com

02.	 News Portal | goerie.com, bbc.com

03.	 Online Communities | erie.craigslist.org, reddit.com

04.	 Self-service Government | edinboro.net, USA.gov

05.	 Non-Profits | volunteermatch.org, redcross.org

06.	 Grassroots Information | womensmarch.com, change.org

07.	 Companies | heinz.com, tesla.com

08.	 Educational Forums | pennwest.edu, education.com

09.	 Arts & Entertainment | erieevents.com, netflix.com

10.	 Web Applications | mint.com, slack.com, discord.com

11.	 Intranets | igloosoftware.com, sharepoint.com

12.	 Blogs | wordpress.com, medium.com 

Types of Websites

Source: http://www.designofsites.com/site-genres



A regularly updated website in which an individual or group can record 
opinions, information, etc., on a regular basis 

FREE BLOG SITES:

01.	 Wordpress | best free blogging platform / websites
02.	 Medium | focus on the word with little customization
03.	 Tumblr | easy to use, microblogging
04.	  Wix.com | blog website builder
05.	 Ghost.org | focus on the word with little customization
06.	 Substack | allows you to monetize blog posts
07.	 Weebly | WYSIWYG “Website-creation system”
08.	 Squarespace | robust collection of templates

Blogs

Source: https://firstsiteguide.com/best-



TO BEGIN:

Go to: medium.com

Click “Get Started”

Write your first story:

https://help.medium.com/hc/en-us/articles/225168768-
Writing-and-publishing-your-first-story


